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Quis enim Virtutem amplediitur ipfam? Hor. 





From Monday December 18. to Weduefday December 20. 1710. 


From my own Appartment, Dec. 18. 


S it isa Sign of great Spirit tobe able 
A to fee thro’ the thin difguifes of Flat- 

tery and reject it with a generous dif- 
dain without being at all affected by it; fo on 
the other hand to difclaim all manner of Praifes 
rather argues a FiercenefS and Brutality of 
Temper than a Freedom from Self-love. We 
may, and ought to be fenfible to thofe of good 
Men, becaufe they will commend us for nothing 
but what is really commendable. This is fo 
far from being inconfiftent with Modefty, that 
itis effential to true Merit ; for the Stronger 
our Defires are of being worthy the Commenda- 
tions of the World, the more Zealous and 
Warm our Endeavours will be to arrive at the 
higeft Pitch of Vertue. Nothing contributes 
more tothe improving a Man’s Courage, Senfe, 
or Wit, than the extolling them ; and there is 
this ufe in adulation it felf, that Men by being 
told whatthey are not, learn’d at leaft what 
they ought to be and fometimes become valu- 
able only from having been prais’d as fuch be- 
fore they really were fo: So Influencial on our 
Practife is the Good Efteem and Commendation 
of Mankind, that we are not content to be 
Generous, Wife and Honeft, unlefs we can find 
out the Means to acquaint others with it 5 nay 
we had rather lofe the good Qualities themfelves 
than the Reputation of them and would con- 
defcend to be vitious, provided we might have 
the Pleafure of beingthought Vertuous. OQusn- 
tilian, | believe, fomewhere fays, that he would 
not defire any better Sign ina Boy than an In- 
temperate Extravagant Fondnefs of Praife, and 
I'm fatisfy’d that nothing but falling in Love 
would goa greater way in correcting Stupidi- 
ty than violent Encomiums. If then Praife in 
general, if even Flattery has it’s Benefits, how 
Solid and Satisfactory muft the Commendations 
of a good Man be to a good Man ? How muft 
{uch external Encouragements enliven our 
inward Confcioufnefs of Honeft AGions ? How 
muit they forward our Advances in well doing 
and make us pais from Vertuous to Heroical ? 
fuch Deferved Praifes given by deferving Men 


may not only be accepted but gloried in,and who- 
ever refufes them, either does it out of a falfe 
affeted Modefty, (wich isthe worft of Pride) 
Or out of a defire to hear them repeated over 
again, or to have them better expreft. The 
Noble Simplicity of the Ancients in my Opinion 
is in nothing more Confpicuous than their in- 
nocent Freedoms of Commending ancther and 
fometimes themfelves; there is a Familiar Air 
of Franknefs and Impartiality that runs thro’ 
the Manner of their giving and accepting mus 
tual Praife and whichisas diftin® from Vanity 
as Light from Darknefs. Falfe pretended Mo- 
defty was not in Fafhion intheir Days; they 
had lefs of Affe&ation and lefs of Pride and lov’d 
to be prais’d becaufe they low’d to do Praife 
worthy things. I have often read with great 
delight Pliny’s Elegant Epiftle to Cornelius Prif- 
cus, which Ihave Tranflated out of complaif- 
ance to fuch Scholars as don’t care to Trouble 
themfelves with reading Latin Authors, efpecial- 
ly the Clafficks. 


Pliny to Cornelius Prifcus Greeting. 
Hear that Valerius Martial is Dead and am 
truly concerned for it. He was an Ingenious, 
Sharp, Difcerning Man, and one who had ip 
his Writings a great deal both of Pleafant and 
Satyrical Wit, not without equal Candor. I 
made him a Prefent for his Journey when he 
left Rome. This I did for Friendfhip’s Sake ; I 


’ did it alfo as an acknowledgement for theVerfes 


which he made upon me. It was Cultomary 
in Ancient Times to diftinguifh with Honours, 
Preferments or Money, thofe who had celebra- 
ted either the Praifes of private Men or Com- 
munities; but in our Days this is alfo grown 
out of Date, asare many other Gommendable 
and Worthy Aéctions.; for fince we have lett 
of doing what deferves Praife, we thiak it 
likewife a filly thing to be Praifed. Would you 
know what thofeVerfes are for which I made this 
Grateful return ? I would refer you to the Vo- 
lume it felf, but that I remember fome of them ; 
If you like thefe, you may go to the Book tor 
the reft. He {peaks to his Mufe, bids her find 
out my Houfe and approach it reverently. 

But 
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But be affur’d, in no smproper £icur 
You Madly knock at Learned Pliny’s Doc 
His Days to Pallas a 


While te Compo fes with judicious Care 


oe 


What may by future Times be equal Thousnt 

To the great Labours which our Tully wrote. 

Yow ll fafeft co at Night: That Hour is Yours: 
When Bacchus fragrant Wines and Ointment pours, 
Whenthe Rofe revels, the Severeft Alen 

Fu'n Cato’s Race it felf may read me then, 


Was it not with Juftice that I difmifs’d the 
Man kindly who writ this of me, and thatI 
now kindly mourn his Death? He gave me as 
much as he cou’d and wou’d have given more, 
had he been able. Yet what more can be given 
a Man than Glory, Praife and Immortality ? 
But will not his Writings be immortal ? Per- 
haps not. Neverthelefs he wrote with a Pro- 
{pect of Immortality. Farewel. 


What a Set of generous kind Sentiments did 
this good Pagan entertain? What an Inftance 
has he given us of the trae Roman Spirit of 
Patronage and Protection ? Were the ancient 
Ule of Clientage and Hofpitality reviv’d among 
us, were a more due Regard had to juft Praifes, 
were they better rewarded in the Givers, and 
bore moreWeight with theReceivers,did not all 
this Pafs under the filly modern Notion of fri- 
volous airy Compliment; all laudable Ambition 
and Defire of meriting wou’d in Proportion be 
advane’d, and Men wou’d not only fpeak ho- 
nourably of one another, but be induc’d to 
think honourably alfo. Good and ill Report 
woud have quite different Effects from what 
they have at prefent, and however odd the Af- 
fertion may feem, Pride and Flattery wou’d be 
more effeétually deftroy’d, fince the great ones 
wou’d then by Degrees grow proud of nothing 
but being good, and in that Refpect render 
themfelves wholly incapable of Flattery. 


From the Grecian Coffee-houfe. 


I have obferw’d that many of the learned 


Clafs,whom I have met here and at other Places,- 


love to affeét to be utter Strangers to the low- 
er Incidents and neceffary things of Life. They 
falfly imagine that this plaufible Folly is one 
Way of raifing themfelvesto a feeming Supe- 
riority over the relt of Mankind, and that h 

who will condefcend to obferve the Figure and 
Make of a Horfe-fhoe, looks as if he were 
next DoortoaBlackimith. Polyglottes, 1 war- 
rant you, would aot for the World degrade 


himfelf fo much as to learn the Diference be. 
twixt Wooden and Leather-heel’d Shoes, three 


or four threaded Stockings, or to make a Bow 
handfomely and with Decorum Ir give Di. 
rections for the modelling a Pye, tho’ he was 
to have the beft Share in the eating of it. This 


Studied Ignorance of common things and jn- 
duftrious Negligence in making ourfelves ac. 
quainted with that which almoft every Moment 
falls within our Notice, proceeds from a trivia} 
Vanity and Defire of feeming whoily bent up- 
on fublime Enquiries and a foolifh Contempt 
of thofe litttle mechanic Arts, which it is 
not only ufeful, but fometimes recommenda- 
tory for a Man to know. In order therefore 
to pulloff this fimple Difguifeimpos’d by Cu- 
ftom and Affectation, Ihave made a Refoluti- 
on, that thofe who are not perfectly well vers’d 
in the whole Oeconomy of a Kitchen, that can’t 
readily diftinguifh between a Shoulder of Lamb 
aud Mutton, that are not nicely skill’d in the 
various Turus and Springs of a Watch or have 
not a wonderful Dexterity in the true Method 
of wiiding up a Jack, fhall not be admitted in- 
to the Grand Lift of Scholars, which I am now 
drawing up, either aS ingenious or learned 
Ven. 
Advertifements. 


LL thofe Perfons, who fhall pleafe to honour 
me with their Correfpondence, are defived to 
direct for The Tory Tatler at John Baker’s at 
the Black-Boy «# Pater-Nofter-Row. 
This Day is publifh’d 
x tx A Bickerftaff’s Burying ; or, Work for 
the Upholders, a Farce 3 as it was Aéted at the Theatre 
In the Hay-market. By her Majefty’s {worn Servants, 
Written by Mrs. Sufanna Centlivre, Author of the Bufie 
Body, and The Man’s Bewitch’d, Comedies. Printed for 
Bernard Lintott at the Crofs-Keys between the 2 Tem- 
ple Gates in Fleet-ftreet. price 6 d. 
This Day and no, longer from g in’ the Morning till 4 
in the Afternoon 
¥-{-* The Library of the learned George Bra 
fton Doétor of the civil Law, late Vice Chancellor of 
Cambridge, &c. deceas’d, contifting of a very good Col- 
leétion of very valuable Books of civil and common Law, 
alfo Divinity Hiftory, &c. in feveral Languages, which 
with many more valuable Books (being his compleat Li- 
brary) will be fold by Retail at very reafonable Rates 
the price being put in each Book) Catalogues to be had 
at the place of Sale. 
This Day is publifh, p 
*y% Milcellanea Antiqua; containing firft the 
Life and Death of King James the Vth. of Scotland, 
From the French printed at Paris, 1612. In which is 
the beginning of the Reformation in that Kingdom: 
An account of the Sufferings of the Renowned Lady 
Jean Douglas, &c. II. The Navigation of that King 
round Scotland, the Orkney and Weftern Ifles, in which 
is the Diftances of the Havens 3 the Dangers and how 
to avoid them; the Soundings, Courfes, the times c! 
~~ Sea, and the Courfes of the Tides,&c. From the 
f che Humber to Carlifle. II. The Chameleon, 
, ay Statefman 5 in a Character of Mr. Maitland 
of Lethington, Secretary of Scotland: By Mr. Georg¢ 
Buchanan. Never before publifh’d. printed for W> 
Taylor, atthe fhip in pater-nofter-Row, pr. 2s. 
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Sold by John Baker at the Black Boy in Pater-Nofter-Row. 
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